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TAGS: EAID EAGR SWEL LA IN 

SUBJECT: EMERGENCY DROUGHT AID TO LAOS 

REF: VIENTIANE 055 NOTAL 

1 . IN ADDITION TO THE 1,000 TONS OF RICE REPORTED IN 
PARA 4 OF REFTEL AS INDIAN EMERGENCY DROUGHT AID TO 
LAOS, INDIAN AMBASSADOR SRINIVASON TOLD US JANUARY 24 
THAT INDIA WOULD BE GIVING TWENTY 37.5 HP DIESEL IRRI- 
GATION PUMPS. IN VIEW OF THE URGENCY OF THE SITUATION, 

THE PUMPS, WHICH WEIGH ABOUT 800 KG. EACH, WERE BEING 
DIVERTED FROM THEIR ORIGINAL DESTINATION AND WERE 
EXPECTED TO ARRIVE IN VIENTIANE THE THIRD WEEK OF 
FEBRUARY. 

2. INDIA ALSO PLANNED TO GIVE LAOS SOME 25 TO 30 TONS 
OF MEDICINES AND SOME TEXTILES, BUT THIS AID WAS NOT 
DROUGHT CONNECTED. 
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